
July 3, 2021 

Calendar 

Sabbath, July 3 

(sundown 9:01pm) 

9:30am-Adult, Youth & Children’s Lessons 

11:00am-Speaker: Michael Halfhill 
 

Wednesday, July 7 

2:00pm-Bulletin Deadline 

6:30pm-Prayer Meeting 
 

Sabbath, July 10 

(sundown 8:59pm) 

9:30am-Adult, Youth & Children’s Lessons 

11:00am-Speaker: Michael Halfhill 
 

Sunday, July 11 to Thursday, July 15 

6:30pm-8:30pm -Family Bible Adventure 

Contact Us 

Office hours:  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10-2pm 

Secretary: Kendra Carlson                   

piedmontparksda@gmail.com 

402-489-1344  

Lead Pastor: Michael Halfhill                  

mhalfhill@gmail.com              

402-318-1856     

Assoc./Youth Pastor: Nate Elias 

pastornateelias@gmail.com   

404-313-2972       

Treasurer: Marsha Hansen         

marshaanddiego@gmail.com        

402-432-0455        

Elder: Tom Toews 

thomastoews@hotmail.com       

Online: piedmontparksda.org  

facebook.com/piedmontparksda 

youtube.com/piedmontparkchurch 

4801 A Street, Lincoln, NE 68510  

Hans Kaiser 
Sharon Beal  
Nate Elias-recovery 
Virginia Myers-transition 
Ella Opp-recovery 
Jill Thompson-health 
Larry Bucher-health 
Martin Lake-cancer 
Tom Blackburn-recovery 
Bob Sharp-health 
Victor Pastor-health  

 

7/3  Church Budget 
7/10  World Budget 

Weekly church budget: $3,770  
June 26 offering:  $4,677 

Balance:  $-3,488 
Give online at piedmontparksda.org 

Musician: Sandra Schwab, Darcy Pearcy 
 

 Lambs Offering: Pathfinders 

*Please place tithe envelopes in boxes at the sanctuary doors,  

 

9:30am - Sabbath School     11am - Worship Service  
View at YouTube.com in our Channel: piedmontparkchurch 

Call to Worship   
 

Welcome  
 

Gift from the Heart 
 

Offering  
 

Children’s Story   
 

Announcements 
 

Prayer 
 

Scripture  
 

Sermon 
 

Dedication Song 
 

Prayer of Blessing  

Give to Our God Immortal Praise                
 

             Pastor Michael Halfhill 
 

                          Sandra Schwab 
 

Church Budget             Carol Leonhardt 
                

                                    Jeanette Halfhill 
 

                 Pastor Michael Halfhill   
 

                     Kristine Follett  
 

Romans 6:16-18                                      Randy Nelson 
 

The Offer of Freedom         Pastor Michael Halfhill 
 

Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone        
 

            Pastor Michael Halfhill 

mailto:piedmontparksda@gmail.com
mailto:mhalfhill@gmail.com
mailto:caleb.white1231@gmail.com
mailto:marshaanddiego@gmail.com
mailto:thomastoews@hotmail.com
http://www.piedmontparksda.org


Announcements 

Help at the Good Neighbor Community Center by tying quilts on Wednesday mornings 
from 9am to noon. No experience needed. It’s fun and helps people in need. Call Evy Niel-
sen at 402-483-6113 
 

The South Entrance to Piedmont is under construction! Please use the other entrances 
until it’s finished. Thanks! 
 

Lifestyle Magazine is a half hour television talk show focused on living a full, healthy and 
balanced life. It is the second longest running show on the air after Meet the Press.  It fea-
tures panel discussions, interviews and demonstration segments focused on whole life 
health, including fitness, nutrition, relationships, outlook and more. This multiple award-
winning show reaches a wide age demographic and covers a variety of topics. It was re-
cently voted a Top 20 brand influencer for health & fitness on Twitter (above Shape Maga-
zine, GQ and more) by analyst group Onalytica.  
 

We are hosting our monthly fellowship meal again and need more team leaders to help 
with this ministry. Also, if you’d like to be a part of a team, please let us know. 
 

We need several volunteers still for Family Bible Adventure. If you’re able to help make 
this ministry happen, please contact Nicole Houdek or Shelly Kittleson. 
 

Can't volunteer for the in-person FBA this year but still want to help out? We are looking 
for donations of 8 fl oz bottled water packs.  We will be spending part of the night outside 
and it would be nice to have water for the kids to drink and cool down afterwards. If you 
would like to contribute to this please bring a pack of water bottles to church from now 
until July 11 and place them in the Gathering Room. We are also looking for a variety of 
flower seed packets.  They do not have to be full packets. If you have extra flower seed 
packets to donate we will take them off your hands! 
 

We have hymnals to give away, so let us know if you’d like one at the Welcome Desk. If 
you know of a congregation who could use them, please let us know! 
 

Thunder In the Holy Land will cover the topic Symbols of Salvation in the Gathering Place 
on Tuesday at 6:30pm. 
 

Themes of Hope Sabbath School Class Members (past and present): We would like to 

invite you to a Sabbath Potluck Lunch on July 10th at Roberts Park, 1822 S 56th Street, 

Lincoln, NE. We plan to meet at 1pm. Please bring yard blankets and or yard chairs for 

your comfort. Please also bring an Entre’ and a Side to share. Table Clothing, table service 

and water will be provided. We are meeting out of doors; however, feel free to use masks 

if you are more comfortable that way. If the weather is too hot (95% or more or raining) 

we will make meet at Roy and Renee’s home (5346 Lowell Ave, Lincoln, NE). If you are un-

sure where we are meeting please call or text Roy at 402-580-1604 or Renee at 402-580-

4015.   Directions:   https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/City/Departments/Parks-and-Recreation/

Parks-Facilities/Parks-A-to-Z/Roberts-Park/Roberts-Park-Open-Shelter 

Are You Visiting? We’d like to offer you a free book that’s available at the Welcome Desk. 
 

The Piedmont Park Church Team has created a special adventure called Kingdom of Love - 
The Teachings of Jesus where we will get to know Jesus through the stories He told called 
parables! Your family is invited to join this year's Family Bible Adventure either In person at 
the church or On Demand via our YouTube Channel! In-person FBA will be held July 11-15 
from 6:30-8pm and will include activities for all ages (even up to Grade 8)! Pre-registration 
is highly encouraged and open NOW at www.piedmontparksda.org/fba   
On Demand FBA will premiere on July 11 at youtube.com/piedmontparkchurch  (We follow 
current city of Lincoln guidelines for Covid safety including masks and capacity.)   
 

Piedmont Pedaler’s welcomes all bikers (with 
helmets - a must) along with walkers to meet at 
3pm every Sabbath at the bike path bench be-
hind the former ShopKo at 27th & Hwy 2. Enjoy 
fun fellowship while also enjoying God’s crea-
tion. We will cancel rides if the following is fore-
casted: above 90 degrees or below 50 degrees, 
very strong winds, or rain. Anyone under the 
age of 14 needs to bring a parent along. Rides 
tend to be two hours long, with a variety of 
comfortable speeds. Enjoy exploring Lincoln’s 
wonderful bike paths! 
 

Women's Ministries needs 5 or 6 volunteers to 
prepare supper for 24 women at Fresh Start 
Home, a transitional housing facility for home-
less women at 6433 Havelock Ave. You may 
drop off food or stay and serve at 5:30 pm on 
Sunday evening, July 18.  If you can help, please 
contact Carol Leonhardt, Women's Ministries 
Leader, at caleonha@gmail.com or 402-310-
7493. 
 

Michigan Blueberries coming to Lincoln - mishleaufruit.com is excited to be offering blue-
berries this summer. They are partnering with Youth for Christ and ordering their own per-
sonal semi to deliver blueberries. This will guarantee the freshest, most delicious blueber-
ries money can buy in Lincoln. Pass this email on, post about it on Facebook, etc. They want 
to fill it up for Lincoln families!  Please visit their website today and select the fruits your 
family will love.— http://www.mishleaufruit.com  for all the latest fruit details, order dead-
lines, and delivery schedules. This is their 3rd summer of offering fruit here in Lincoln and 
they just want to say "Thank you very much for your support." 
 

Adventist Child India: Schools are now open and sponsors are needed for SDA children in 
India. It costs $420 per year ($35 per month) to provide tuition, lodging, food, books, cloth-
ing and medical care. Contact Charlene at 402-489-1702 or rdbinder42@gmail.com or go to 
www.adventistchildindia.org and find a child needing sponsorship.  
 

 

  
 

Find Youth  
Activities  

Here... 

https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/City/Departments/Parks-and-Recreation/Parks-Facilities/Parks-A-to-Z/Roberts-Park/Roberts-Park-Open-Shelter
https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/City/Departments/Parks-and-Recreation/Parks-Facilities/Parks-A-to-Z/Roberts-Park/Roberts-Park-Open-Shelter
http://www.piedmontparksda.org/fba
http://youtube.com/piedmontparkchurch
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http://www.mishleaufruit.com/
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https://collegeviewchurch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f3eb842aab9e2c3d94a1e0b45&id=2e141f710a&e=c57786ce06


 

 
Announcements 

Olive Branch Ministry  Hello Fellow Journeyers along the road to growing into the fullness 
of the Love of God. Revelation 21:1-5 assures us of a new heaven and a new earth! This is 
exciting in itself but it gets better….God says He will live with us there! God cares…He 
promises to wipe every tear from our eyes and that there will be no more death, mourn-
ing, crying or pain. Out joy will be full! The Olive Branch Ministry has been adopted as a 
ministry of our Piedmont Park SDA church family. Thank you so much for giving financially 
and in items! When you give financially, we are happy to shop for you. Speaking of being 
full… every little bit helps keep the homeless, the food insecure, the after-school children 
who need support full in belly and spirit. We are grateful for your participation which is 
proven by the funds that are in both the Piedmont Food Cupboard and the Lincoln Little 
Free Pantries church accounts! High Fives all around. Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
Church Sponsoring Group: Themes of Hope - Contact: Renee Schaecher 402-580-
4015, reneesch13@gmail.com  
 

Calling all FBA Volunteers!  Let's plan on Let's meet Monday, July 5th at 6:30 in the Gath-
ering Room to get information and quick training for the upcoming FBA. If you are interest-
ed in helping with FBA this year and haven't signed up yet, there is still time! Join us on July 
5th and we will get you signed up to help. 402.310-7493.  
 

The Union College PA Program is hiring for a full time Office Coordinator. Please vis-

it  www.ucollege.edu/employment  for more information and to apply. 

 
 

 

The North American Division is  

sponsoring a free virtual convention: 

 

Forgiveness Reaching Peace 

   July 22-24 
 

Participants will access best practice 

strategies and research in the areas of 

family therapy, family studies, family 

ministry, social work and psychology in 

order to enhance ministry to families. 

The theme this year is forgiveness, a 
relevant topic for emotional and mental 
wellbeing. Family ministry leaders from 
churches and conferences, profession-
als who work with families as educators 
or counselors, pastors and lay persons 
who have an interest in improving their 
own marriages and families are invited 
to participate. Free CEUS are offered.  
 
Register at https://www.acfrp.org/ 

Mission  
With God’s leading, we will create an atmosphere of  

Christian love and friendship, nurture spiritual  

growth and equip members for active involvement in  

ministry to our community and world. 
 

Vision  

We will, with God’s guidance, introduce individuals to  

Jesus Christ and support their growing relationship with  

Him in preparation for the Second Coming. 

mailto:reneesch13@gmail.com
http://www.ucollege.edu/employment
https://www.acfrp.org/


Encouraging Message: Kendra Carlson: 

Rebaptism, as Adventists practice it, is something people do because they want to 
mark a moment of growth in their spiritual journey or as a public confession for sin 
that puts them in jeopardy of being excluded from fellowship/membership. Let’s con-
sider whether these two practices align with Bible teachings. 
 

Rebaptism is documented once in Acts 19:1-7 when folks who’d been baptized by 
John the Baptist found out about Jesus. They’d experienced baptism as an expression 
of faith in the One to come, but now they experienced it as the One Who had come. 
Paul doesn’t command rebaptism or discourage it. They just do it and afterward he 
lays hands on them and they receive the Holy Spirit. 
 

This seems akin to people who long to re-experience the act of immersion because of 
spiritual growth. People who were baptized to check off the next thing on the Chris-
tian To Do list may want to experience it with more of their hearts online. Those 
who’ve experienced a faith crisis may want to mark returning to trust in Jesus. Based 
on Acts 19, this is perfectly appropriate. 
 

However, we have no reason to believe Jesus’ disciples were baptized by anyone but 
John and they received the Holy Spirit after Jesus returned to heaven. This gives us 
reason to think the people of Ephesus did not require rebaptism to receive the Holy 
Spirit. This leaves us with no Biblical support for requiring rebaptism, so why is this 
done? 
 

Adventist News website explains it this way: If a person apostatizes from their Chris-
tian experience by making choices openly contrary to Christ’s teachings, such as 
treating the Sabbath of the Lord like any other day, adopting body-destroying habits, 
or living an immoral lifestyle. In such cases, re-baptism is a public confession that the 
person has repented of their sins and returned to their allegiance to Christ. (source) 
 

In my lifetime, this has looked like a congregation requiring a pregnant teenager to be 
rebaptized or be disfellowshipped. When I heard about this situation, it brought up 
images of stark meeting houses, hard benches, hours-long meetings and public con-
fessions. Traditions preaching it’s a Christian’s duty to punish themselves. Isn’t this a 
thing of the past? I wished. Her baptism sounded like a walk of shame or a scarlet 
letter. 
   

Beyond not having Biblical precedent, this practice goes against Biblical principles two 
ways: 
 
Ranking Guilt 

Humans rightly weigh a sin by how much pain it causes. For this reason, making 

amends is easier if you used the nickname your sister hates than if you murdered her. 

Jesus recognized the varied impact of sins when He pointed out the terrible existence 

of someone who’s hurt a child.*  The difference between sins is significant, but has no  

 
 
 

impact on God’s power to redeem. James 2:10 throws our guilt scale out the window 
with the declaration: For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has be-
come guilty of all of it. By this criteria, any sin puts you in total need of a savior and 
completely guilty. So no one is more guilty and in need of a Savior than me. 
 

Sins Undo Salvation 
The idea that some sins demonstrate a person’s rebellion against God is dangerous 
territory. By this standard, we’d mark David’s sin as bad fruit and conclude he’d will-
fully turned his back on God. But it wasn’t that simple and it isn’t simple now. No bad 
decision can reverse our decision to allow Jesus to save us. The Bible clearly states 
God’s ability to keep us after we choose Him. 
 

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch 
them out of my Father’s hand.    John 10:28,29 NIV 
 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son but gave 
Him up for us all, how will He not also, along with Him, freely give us all things? Who 
will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is there to con-
demn us?…For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principali-
ties, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:31-39 
 

So, who can condemn you, baptized child of God? 
No one. Not your pastors. Not the church board. No human has authority to say a 
deed you did is capable of reversing the redemption God began at your request. Re-
demption is a process and a trajectory, but the result is set and safe. Only you can 
undo it with a determined rejection of God’s foray to be with you. Paul’s question 
reminds me of Jesus’ question to the woman set up to commit adultery and then used 
as a test for Jesus. Where are your accusers? Has no one condemned you?** 
 

He doesn’t tell her to prove her change of heart with rebaptism. Paul doesn’t tell the 
Ephesians to be rebaptized. When Jesus washed Peter’s feet and Peter asked Him to 
wash all of him, Jesus said only the foot washing is needed. According to God’s word, 
an original baptism (with any amount of understanding) is adequate. Even though our 
path forward is circuitous and fraught, God never requires a second baptism and Her 
people should not demand it either. 
 

*Matt. 18:6 
** John 8:10 
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