
December 24, 2022 

Office hours  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10-2pm 

Office Manager                   Kendra Carlson                   

piedmontparksda@gmail.com 

402-489-1344  

Lead Pastor                         Michael Halfhill                  

402-318-1856            mhalfhill@gmail.com              

 

 

Associate Pastor                     Joel Navarro  

971-213-8497       prjnavarro@gmail.com  

Associate Pastor              Smerdis Fuentes 

305-922-9878      smerdis825@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer                                 Marsha Hansen         

402-432-0455  marshaanddiego@gmail.com        

 

 

Online     

piedmontparksda.org  

facebook.com/piedmontparksda  

Theoda Huish 
Bill Washington-health 
Jason-health  
David & Jan Carcich 
Jodi Ebert 
Amber Waddell-health 
Pat Barber 
Larry Bucher-health 
Deanna Allen 
Gus Thompson-health       

 

Weekly budget: $4,347 
Balance:  $3,828 

Scan to Give! 

THANK YOU  

to today’s elder, Jennifer Somers and to the musicians, Kim Hazelton, Hailey  

Darrough and Alexa Hazelton! We appreciate what you bring to the service. 

Calendar 

Sabbath, December 24 

9:30am-Adult, Youth & Children’s Lessons 

11:00am-Speaker: Jan Follett 

5:03pm-sundown 

Tuesday, December 27 

6:30pm-Thunder in the Holy Land  

Wednesday, December 28 

2:00pm-Bulletin Deadline 

NO Prayer Meeting 
                                                             

Sabbath, December 31 

9:30am-Adult, Youth & Children’s Lessons 

11:00am-Speaker: Joel Navarro 

5:08pm-sundown 

Opening Song Rise Up Shepard and Follow 138 

Welcome  Hugh Davis 

Song Noel Malayshia Follett 

Offering Kansas Nebraska Advance Trystin Somers 

Announcements  Carol Leonhardt 

Children’s Story  Peggy Wahlen 

Lamb’s Offering  Peru Projects 

Songs We Three Kings 137 

 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 127 

Prayer  Betty Jacobs 

Scripture Isaiah 40:10-11  Allie Pastor 

Sermon Seeing Jesus in Christmas Jan Follett 

Closing Song Good Christians, Now Rejoice 136 

Prayer   Jan Follett 
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Announcements 

We would like to thank you for your faithful giving through this past year. The pandemic 
years have not been easy, but Piedmont members have continued to be faithful in our tithe 
giving and our local budget giving. As the year ends and you think about your charitable 
giving, we just want to thank you again for your faithfulness to Christ and the mission of 
this church. May God bless us in the New Year.    
 

Good Neighbor Community Center: I would like to thank you for supporting the GNCC this 
year. Your support enabled us to assist 40,219 (duplicated service count) individuals. The 
need for food has increased in our community and outgrown the space we have at our loca-
tion, forcing us to use a drive-thru system since March 2020. 22,191 of the 40,219 
individuals served this year came for food. The surge in Afghan refugees in Lincoln saw us 
hire four new Afghan Advocates to assist with various resettlement needs for the new refu-
gees while still working with others from the Middle East and North Africa. We saw various 
families come for clothes, household items, diapers, and other basic or emergency needs. I 
thank you for collecting food (Pathfinders), donating food, donating Christmas toys for our 
Grandparents Room, making quilts for refugees, bringing donations from your homes, and 
connecting with specific families in our community through our case managers to assist 
families directly. Thank you for your financial support through the church, Sabbath Schools, 
or as a family. Lastly, I cannot 
forget those who took time 
to come to the GNCC to vol-
unteer with various pro-
grams. Thank you! Tom Ran-
da (Executive Director) 
 

The Better Day Ministry 
(BDM) is a board approved 
ministry at Piedmont Park 
Church which provides finan-
cial assistance to approved 
grant recipients. Because of 
your support the BDM has 
been able to significantly 
better the lives of four fami-
lies recently. Would you be 
willing to help replenish the 
BDM account? Donations 
can be given online 
at piedmontparksda.org  or 
through a tithe envelope 
with memo BDM. Thank  you 
so much. Questions? Contact 
Renee Schaecher at 402-853-
1978 or betterday-
ppsda@gmail.com.     
 

 

We’re excited to share 

that Michael Halfhill, our 

lead pastor, has just pub-

lished a book he wrote 

with AdventSource. He 

has shared Christmas 

stories mixed with songs 

during worship services 

for years. Those stories 

are now compiled 

in Christmas Eve Stories, 

which pastors can use for 

church services and fami-

lies can read together. 

With this book, you can 

hear the wonder of 

Christmas with stories 

and music using QR 

codes. It’s available at 

the ABC and online at 

AdventSouce, https://

bit.ly/3EwDCHO 
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I’ve been fantasizing about evenings at home with my kids. I mean, isn’t that what the holi-

day season is about? Images of cookies baking, pretty packages and littles gathered around 

for stories are what I wish for at the holidays, but often, it’s more rush-around than usual.  
 

Each year I struggle with the discrepancy between my dreams for this season and what 

actually happens. I’m eternally hopeful it won’t have to be crazy. I pull out my calendar and 

ask what events/tasks are optional. My kids’ Christmas program is a must. The few gifts we 

give need to be bought. And daily life (jobs, cooking, exercising) aren’t going anywhere. I’ve 

been strategic to keep things to a minimum, but it still feels overfull.  
 

I wish I had an answer for this, but since I can’t find anything to cut, I need to change my 

view of what’s happening. Instead of bemoaning how it’s all too much, I’m trying to cele-

brate how good it all is. My kid playing the flute is amazing. My son playing basketball is 

incredible, so I’m glad for games to watch. We have food to cook and gifts to share. We will 

chill on Christmas morning, if not a moment sooner. Even doctor’s appointments are good. 

They make me busier, but they’re making me better.  
 

So much goodness still sparkles around us and since every good gift comes from the Father 

of lights, we know His hand is over us. He’s never given up on our world. From the minute 

we were tricked into a path 

of self-destruction, God’s 

never let us go there pell-

mell. He planned the man-

ger and the cross, so we 

wouldn’t have to live with-

out Him or the goodness 

He brings.    

                                                                                         

Every good gift and every 

perfect gift is from above, 

and comes down from the 

Father of lights, with 

whom there is no varia-

tion or shadow of turning.  

 

James 1:17 

Encouraging Message: Kendra Carlson Notes 



Halfhills drop home phone number! We no longer have our landline number, so 402-423-
4776 is no longer a way to reach the Halfhills.   
 

We want to extend a heart-felt thank you to those who have recently contributed financial 
or goods-in-kind donations into The Olive Branch Ministry (OBM)  - Piedmont Park Church's 
food ministry for our members, attendees and community!  Questions? Renee Schaecher - 
leave a voicemail at 402-853-1978 or send an email to obmppsda@gmail.com. 
 

Our Christmas Eve Program will be December 24 at 5pm. Contact Crystal Schaecher 

at sing4yahweh13@gmail.com or 402-314-1503. 
 

Looking for anyone who likes to crochet, knit or wants to learn. Stitches of Love is meeting 
Monday nights at 6:30pm in the conference room. Come and join us for fellowship and fun 
as we make items to donate to local organizations.   
 

Lincoln's free clinic, Clinic With a Heart, is looking for volunteer Spanish interpreters to help 
occasionally as your schedule would allow on Monday, Tuesday, and/or Thursday evenings. 
If you are interested, please contact Deepa Buss, volunteer coordina-
tor deepa@clinicwithaheart.org   
 

Union College has two 1-bedroom, 1-bath economy apartments for rent on South 48th St. 
across from the college campus. Available mid-January. Please email housingmanag-
er@ucollege.edu for more information.  
 

Our Pastors are taking some vacation time over the holidays and will respond to you as 
soon as they can. We hope each of you has some time to rest or travel in this season!  
 

Peru Projects updates can be found at www.facebook.com/peruprojects. You do not have 
to be a Facebook member to view our page!  

 

9:30am - Sabbath School     11am - Worship Service  
View at YouTube.com in our Channel: piedmontparkchurch 
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